Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2024/25
We acknowledge as the members of;

POUNDSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that:

1. W fave pat in place amangements for effective financial prepdred % SOCOUSTING STaTEMents In ScTordance

management during the year, and for the preparaton of U with the Accournts and Audit Reguiations.
the acoounting statements.

2. We maintamed an adeguate system of intermal control made proper arangements and accepled respomrsbiity
including measures designed to prevent and detect frawsd v for safequarding the public money and resources in
and corniption and reviewed s effectiveness. iis charge.

3. We took all easonable stops to assure ourselves fiaz only done what it has ihe legal power to do and has
that there are no matters of actual or potential cornpied with Proper Practices i doing 5o,
non-compiance veth aws, reguiations and Proper o

Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this autharity to conduct its
business or manage its finances.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for during the year gave all persons sieresfed the opporfunity v
the exercise of eleclors” rights in accardance with the [ mepset and ask questions sbout this authonty’s accounts.
requirements. of the Accounts and Audit Reguiabons.

5. W carmied oul an-assessment of the risks facing this conzsitered and docwmerted the fmancial and otfer risks i
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those o faces and deelt with them properly.
risks, including the introduchion of mbernal dontrols andio
extemal insurance cover where required.

6. We maintaimed throughout the year an adeguate and

arranged for 8 competent person, independend of the financial

effective system of internal audit of the accounting "4 controls and procedures, o give an objective view on whether
records and control systems. frfermal condrofs rmeet the needs of s smaler authority

T. e took sppropriate action on all matters raiszad W responded to malters brought fo ds aitenbarn by infermal and
i reports from mtemal and external audi, external audi.

. Ve considersd whether any Ftigation, labiiities or disciosed everythung i shouwld have about i business achivity
commetments, events of transacions. scouming either during ffre year including events faking place affer the year
during or after the year-end, have a financal impact on [ end f relevant.
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting satemants.

has mer all of d= responsibilites whers, &5 & body
corporate. T is & soke managing trustee aof 2 local
| trust or fusts.

9 (For lecal councils anly) Trust furds incudng
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee o discharged our accoantabihy
responsibiites for the fundisVassets, nduding |
financial reporting and, f required, independent v |
axaminabon of audit. |

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe

how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Stafement.

This Anaual Governance Statement was approved ata Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on. approval was given:
25 'llas p=talto
and recorded as minute reference: Chair
S kzs Clerk e T e e T
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2024/25 for

POUNDSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL

1. Balances brought Total balances and reserves at the baginning of the year

forward 297 995 548,558 as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree o
Box 7 of previous year.

2. (%] Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for iDBs rales and lewies)
Levies 35,000 41,1721 raceived or receivabie in the year. Exclude any grants

received

3. {+} Total other recsipts Tote! ncome or receipls as recorded in the cashbool ess

272,180 37.090| the precept or retesdevies received fline 2] Include any
grantz received,

4. {-) Staff costs Tolgl expendiure or payrments made fo and on bahalf

of alf employees Indude gross salanes and wages,
12,607 13.060 empioyers NI coninbutions, employers pernsion
contnbutions. gretulies and severance paymenis

5. {-) Loan interesticapiial Total expendilure or payments of capital and inferest
repaymeants 0 0! mads during the year on fhe authenty's borrowings (if anyl

6. (-] All other payments Total expendiure or payments as recorded i the cash-

44,522 95,821 Book less sfalf costs {kne 4} and lean interesticapral
P e repayrnents (ine 3)

7. {=) Batances camed Total balsnces and reserves af the end of the year. Must
forward 548,556 16,937 equal 114243} - (4+5+6)

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and depost bank eccounts, cash
short term investments 548,556 516,937 roldings and short term investments held as at 37 March —

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the property the aufhority owns - if is made
long term investments 26,628 21,853 up of all its fixed sssets and long term investments as at
znd assets 31 March

10. Tetal bomowings The oulsfandmg capiel balance &z at 31 March of all loans

0 0 from third parbes {(including PWLE]

For Local Councils Only

11a. Disclosure nota re Trust funds
{including chantable)

11b. Disclozure note re Trust funds
{inciuding charitable)

The Counci, a5 a body corporate. ads as sole frusles and
Is responsbie for managing Trust funds or assels

The figures in the accounting stafements sbove
axclude any Trust fransachions,

| cerbify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accountng
Statements in this Annual Govemance and Accountability
Retum have been prepared on either a receipts and paymenis
or income and expenditure basis following the gurdance in
Governance and Accouniability for Smalier Authorities —a
Prachiioners’ Guide to Proper Prachces and present fairly
the financal position of this authority.

Signed by Responsibie Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approvai

[ -

=) s ==
Date \ s

| confirm: that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authornty on this daie:

oEjoa| Doz

#= recorded in minute reference:

E:'Hq.'.'zS

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accountng

Statements were ap%
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Final External Auditor Report and Certificate 2024/25 in respect of
Poundstock Parish Council
Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the
National Audit Office (NAO). A limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does
not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit
would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided
by a full statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of
spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of
the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance
Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN
02 is available from the NAO website - https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/.

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and
effective and that it has a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual
Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Practices which:

« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and

« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and
responsibilities as external auditors.

External auditor report 2024/25

On 24 September 2025, we issued a report detailing the results of our limited assurance
review of Sections 1 and 2 of this authority’s Annual Governance & Accountability Return for
the year ended 31 March 2025. We explained that we were unable to certify completion of
the review at that time. We are now in a position to certify completion of the review.

The external auditor report given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance & Accountability
Return requires amendments as follows:

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the
Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters
have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory
requirements have not been met.

The smaller authority has disclosed that it carried out an assessment of the risks
facing the authority by answering 'Yes' to Section 1, Assertion 5. However, the
smaller authority has confirmed that it did not review their Risk management during
the year 2024/25. It has provided the appointed auditor with an adequate
explanation and was undertaken in 2025/ 26.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The smaller authority has confirmed that it has not complied with the governance
assertions in Section 1, Box 7 but
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it has provided the appointed auditor with an adequate explanation for non-
compliance.

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review:

« Question 11a was left blank in the Accounting Statements when originally
submitted. The AGAR was returned for amendment and has been correctly answered
No.

To be in line with best practice we recommend that when minuting the appointment
of the internal auditor, the council record they have considered the independence of
the appointed auditor on an annual basis.

Although a precept was set by the due date, and the smaller authority did prepare a
budget to support this, the budget did not appear to take into consideration the
level of reserves held by the smaller authority when calculating the precept figure.
The smaller authority must ensure in future years that an adequate budget is
prepared to support its decision making process and to assist the financial
management during the financial year. Consideration of the level of reserves held
should be made as the smaller authority has no power to hold reserves.

We recommend that the authority reviews its actual income and expenditure against
its budgeted position at least quarterly, as recommended by the Practitioners’
Guide.

The authority carried out quarterly internal control procedures, however these were
not minuted by the Council. We recommend that these procedures are appropriately
minuted as reviewed by the Council.

External auditor certificate 2024/25

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance

& Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and
Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 March 2025.

DocuSigned by:

BB (¢

467DFB746A8A428...

BDO LLP - Southampton
22 May 2026
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